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The Staten Island Community Supported Agriculture Group has received a grant of $2500 from the Citizens Committee for New York City

The SICSA, in partnership with Northfield Local Development Corporation will use the $2500 to provide fresh, local, organic produce to approximately 30 seniors living on fixed incomes at the Parkside Senior Housing Development, for 22 weeks from the beginning of June to the end of October. 
This project will allow the SICSA volunteers to work with the Parkside volunteers to increase access to healthy food and improved nutrition. The process of weekly interaction will also provide an opportunity for increased social contact for the seniors and sharing of nutritional and food related information.

The SICSA , now in its 4 year, is the city group part of a community supported agriculture partnership with a local farmer. Members purchase shares of a farmers produce and receive 7-13 different items each week of the season.
Every year SICSA members receive about 50 pounds of tomatoes and 30 pounds of potatoes in addition to over 40 other types of vegetables over the course of the 22 week season. 

The group obtains fresh, local, organic produce from Starbrite Farm in Hardwick, New Jersey, 80 miles from Staten Island for the members through purchasing shares of farmer John Krueger’s produce. The SICSA is also helping to support local agriculture, preserve local farmland and lower the group’s carbon footprint. Members organize and share in the duties of the group to ensure the program runs smoothly.
From its inception, the SICSA has been dedicated to working with community food pantries and hunger organizations so that needy families can also benefit from access to fresh local produce.
This grant will help the SICSA address the issue of poor food quality and choices that persons with limited incomes and mobility have by providing fresh produce for them weekly. The SICSA also will provide recipes and periodic opportunities for social and educational gatherings related to the food distribution, such as canning and cooking demonstrations.   

SICSA Coordinator, Lenny Librizzi said, “We wish to thank the Citizen’s Committee for New York City for this New Yorkers for Better Neighborhoods grant. This project will bring together groups within the community that have not worked together in the past. It will allow community food activists to work with seniors to promote better nutrition and increase access to healthier foods.

More information about the SICSA can be found at www.statenislandcsa.org
